
Pigs with undocked tails

Happy tail
A set of good practices that cover di�erent aspects of animal management 
and allow tail docking to be avoided. 

The cost impact of using straw is partly o�set by lower 
initial costs of the facility, which does not require slatted 
�ooring, forced ventilation, storage and handling of slurry.

STRAW: Almost all the 
farms have solid 
�ooring with straw

FACILITIES
• Solid �ooring with straw: 100% of the farms 
from 7 to 30 kg, and in about 70% of the farms 
from 30 kg to 180 kg.
• The straw is replaced totally every 10 days.
• Density: 
   0.5 m2/head (instead of 0.3) in weaning; 
   1.3 m2/head (instead of 1) in fattening; 
   2.6 m2/head (instead of 2.24) for sows
• Solid �ooring with mechanical removal on the 
majority of farms.
• Arti�cial ventilation only in farrowing.
• One trough (3-5 places) for every 25 pigs.
• One nipple drinker for every 10 pigs.

MANAGEMENT
• 100% with tail.
• When certain environmental limits are 
exceeded (e.g. > 10 ppm of NH3), corrective 
measures are taken which may include 
anticipating the renewal of straw, opening 
windows, increased ventilation and 
checking manure pits where there is slatted 
�ooring.
• Pigs have no outdoor access.
• Tail biting protocol: the injured animal is 
separated and treated and the biter is 
transferred into a single box with 
enrichment material.

SPACE: The space allowance 
per head is at least 30% more 
than the standard

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL: 
Constant monitoring of T, 
humidity, CO2 and NH3 

HEALTH: The farm uses 
PRRS-negative sows and has 
strict biosecurity measures
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